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A Letter from the Executive Director 

A Long Awaited Finish 

As the end of the year approaches, one tends to look back on the 

year past. This is my 35th year at Belmont Mansion and so I am 

reflecting on many years past.  One of the great joys of this job 

has been working with the many students who’ve been part of the 

mansion staff. They bring a joy and a fresh perspective alongside 

their many and varied talents.  They have done graphic design 

work, created videos, sung and performed at our events, and 

shared many other talents. It has been exciting to watch them 

grow, explore and learn new skills like public speaking.  When 

their tenure here comes to an end, it is always bittersweet to see 

them depart for new careers or graduate school.  One of our shop 

volunteers/board members said after losing several whom she 

had become close to, “I am not going to get to know any more 

students.  It breaks my heart to see them go.”   

Happily, though they leave, they continue to stay in touch and 

support us.  One of the student workers, from my days as a 

college student, told me just last month that she has placed 

Belmont Mansion in her will.  An estate gift is a good way to see 

that the restoration continues, that the mansion can continue to 

teach not only those who visit but also those who work here.   

I hope you have a Happy New Year.   

       ~ Mark Brown 

Current Hours of Operation 

10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  

Closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

 

11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Sundays 

 
Closed Christmas Eve, Christmas 

Day, and New Year’s Day 
 

Restoration work undertaken at Belmont Mansion is always 

significant, but none more than the 2017 project to preserve the 

monumental, cantilevered staircase. As part of a larger plan 

involving the Upper Gallery and Grand Salon, the stair was the 

primary focus of what became a four-year endeavor.  

An 1890 photo documents that a carpet then covered the stairs in 

a style that was much older than the date of the photo. Modern 

technology allowed the photo to be scanned, then enhanced for 

study purposes. Enough details were discerned from that 

photograph to determine the basis of the carpet’s pattern. As was 

typical of the mid-19th century, the pattern consisted of two 

borders and a central floral design.  

Belmont Mansion staff then turned to Grosvenor Wilton Carpet 

in England to produce the missing carpet. Grosvenor, est. 1790, is 

one of England’s oldest carpet manufacturers and a supplier of 

other carpets in the mansion. They recommended colors based 

on historic carpet patterns. At the time of order, delivery was 

expected within a year. The factory was then sold, the manager 

died, and Covid 19 shut down the entire world. 

Finally, in the fall of 2020 the order made it to the loom. Early 

this year, the carpet was shipped to a family-owned company in 

Cincinnati which installed the historically inspired carpet in the 

summer. For the first time in 130 plus years, Belmont Mansion 

has patterned carpet on the stairs again. We are grateful to        

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Tanner, ardent supporters of Belmont’s 

restoration, for their funding of the project and their patience 

with the process.  

Jerry Trescott—Curator of Collections 

Above—This picture shows a weaving loom at 
Grosvenor Wilton. Note the vast number of warp 
threads in a variety of shades and colors needed to 
make these intricate patterns. 
Image courtesy of Grosvenor Wilton Company. 

 
Below—The historic carpet pattern used for the 
mansion staircase was chosen based on a  
surviving college era photo taken of the stairs in 
1890. 
Image Courtesy of Ed Houk. 



The Focus Is On the Ceiling! 
Christmas is almost here, then New Year’s Eve and 
then perhaps the most significant date of 2022 for 
Belmont Mansion – the day the restoration of the 
Grand Salon ceiling begins. This is the last major step 
in the restoration of the largest interior space built in 
Tennessee prior to the Civil War. An architecturally 
significant room, it was decorated to impress with a 
ceiling painted to resemble a blue Tennessee sky. That 
sky will return in 2022. Won’t you help us meet that 
goal? Your donation in 2021 will pave the way for a 
major milestone in 2022!  Central Parlor Ceiling—Just imagine this sky in the Grand Salon! 

Above—Screenshot of the virtual tour’s 
front page 
Right— QR code which links directly to 
the virtual tour’s web address 

New Spaces for More Stories 

The pantries are both tight spaces. Enslaved blacks would have bumped 
elbows here as they plated food from cooking dishes onto fine china. Once 
a course was finished, the enslaved people then washed the dirty china 
before returning it to the china pantry (pictured here). Note the original 
faux-wood wallpaper between the cabinets. The restoration plan for these 
rooms includes reproducing this paper. 

Many years ago the kitchen, food storage and 

laundry rooms in the basement of Belmont Mansion 

were converted to modern offices. These work 

spaces would have existed below the main floor and 

today look nothing like they would have in the 19th 

century. The loss of those spaces limits our 

understanding of how the house functioned and 

how the people in it worked. However, recent 

restoration work is bringing back spaces in the 

house where the Black men, women and children 

(both free and enslaved) and the European 

immigrants labored. Their labor supported every 

aspect of the Belmont Mansion estate.  

Currently the staff is working to create a new gallery 
space with an exhibit to share more of what is 
known about the enslaved Blacks and free 
Europeans. Additionally, demolition work has 
occurred in what is the modern kitchen. This space 

Summer can be a great time for projects, updates and a 
refresh. In addition to several big exterior projects this past 
summer (including painting the Mansion) we were fortunate 
to have a graduate student from the University of West 
Georgia join us.  

Her focus was a revision of the virtual tour of the grounds. An 
important component of the project was the inclusion of more 
people into the story – in particular, the enslaved and free 
Black men and women and European immigrants.  

This 177 acre estate depended upon the work of many hands. 
Though the personal details of many of those individuals are 
lost to us their work is evident in the historical accounts of the 
estate. Take a moment and take a tour from the comfort of 
home. When you can, come walk the grounds, which are 
always open to visitors.  

https://www.belmontmansion.com/belmontstory 

Tour the Mansion Grounds—Virtually 

historically was a service gallery. Concurrently, work is ongoing to restore the two pantries with plans to 
eventually make the service pantry accessible to visitors. Each step creates an opportunity to bring into 
clearer focus the lives of those who labored in support of the Acklen family.  

Thank you to all who participated in Christmas Dinner from Belmont Mansion. This second year was an 

even bigger event ~ and a successful fundraiser! All proceeds are supporting the upcoming restoration of the 

Grand Salon ceiling. 

Thank you and Merry Christmas! 


